Reactions of the complexes bisethylendiammine gold(Ill) and bisethylendiammine platinum(II) with calf thymus DNA were comparatively analysed. 
INTRODUCTION
There is considerable interest in evaluating non-covalent interactions oftransition metal complexes to DNA since the detailed knowledge ofthese interactions may contribute to elucidate the mechanisms of metal-DNA recognition 1,2]. For example extensive work has been carried out on binding of the cations hexammine cobalt(Ill) and tris ethylendiarnine cobalt(Ill) to DNA; both complexes were shown to be very effective in recognizing specific DNA sequences and in modifying DNA conformation through formation of electrostatic and hydrogen bond interactions [3] [4] [5] . The non-covalent interactions of several ruthenium complexes with DNA and with synthetic oligonucleotides have been investigated in detail by Barton and by other groups [6] [7] [8] . Recently [9] .
In the last years we have been working on the development, the characterization and the pharmacological evaluationofgold(lll) complexes as potential antitumor agents [10] [11] [12] ; among the investigated compounds, the cationic square planar bisethylendiamine gold(Ill) complex ([Au(en)z]Cl3 hereaRer; scheme I) showed favorable cytotoxic properties toward the A2780 human ovarian cancer cell line [2] . Scheme 
